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highest type of all being that which Radha had for her
lord.

Vaikantha is the heaven of the Vaishnavas, wherein
they hope to be united to, or rather identified with,
Krishna, and then reign for ever. Others seem rather
to expect a separate existence in heaven.

Amongst the most important duties as taught by the
Vaishnavas is that of " Guru Padasraya" or the taking
refuge under a guru. The gurus in Vaishnava sects
are not necessarily Brahmans, but the adoration claimed
by them is even greater than that demanded by ordinary
Brahmans. The chief work of the guru is giving the
mantra, or text. The following texts teach the authority
of the guru. " The mantra is manifest in the guru, and
the guru is Hari himself." Krishna says, "The guru
is first to be worshipped.5' " When Hari is angry, the
guru is our protector; when the guru is angry, we have
no protector."

The next important duty is Nama Kirton, i.e. the
repetition of the name of the deity. The common
formula in Bengal is this: Hari Krishna, Hari Krishna
Krishna, Krishna Hari, Hari Hari Rama, Hari Rama
Rama, Rama Hari Hari.

Next in order is the Sankirtan. This is a public act,
in which a number join in singing the praises of Krishna.
It is noisy, irreverent, often indecent; the singing is
frequently accompanied by dancing.

One of the most important duties is the Mahatsaya
(great joy). This is a feast which is held at the death
of some gosain or mahant, or any great personage
amongst the community. At these feasts no caste
regulations are observed. All .who come eat together.
The presiding gosain takes a little food from a dish;
what is left is mixed with the other food, and the whole